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happy, but he has also the duty of being so in order
to secure the greatest benefit of the community.
The man who is truly happy is he who enjoys a
serenity of soul the causes of which flow from his
inner life. The more profound this inner life is,
the loftier the motives which direct it, the more
beautiful, intense, and permanent will be the
happiness which it produces.

It is in conformity with this meaning that
Descartes1 distinguishes "happiness"from "beati-
tude." u The former depends solely upon things
that are without us, while beatitude consists in a
perfect contentment of mind and an inward satis-
faction, which are not ordinarily possessed by those
who are the most favoured by fortune, and which
philosophers acquire without its aid." And Des-
cartes adds to his definition this clever remark:
"It seems to me-that each man may be content
with himself, without expecting anything else-
where." In saying this, Descartes has only
formulated, in other terms, the ancient definition
of Aristotle, so often laid under contribution by the
philosophers of all the ages.

11 Happiness is something perfect, for it is'
sufficient unto itself. It is accessible to all, since-
there is no man, provided that he is not so banned

1 Correspondence.